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and tlieir hands, and by a solemn adjudication fixed
it in the Board of Trade. But after it had contin-
ued there some years, Mr. Hastings, a little before his
grant of the monopoly to Mr. Sulivan, thought proper
to reverse the decree of his masters, and by his own
authority to recall it to the Council. By this step he
became responsible for all the consequences.

The Board of Trade appear, indeed, to merit repre-
hension for disposing of the opium by private contract,
as by that means the unerring standard of the public
market cannot be applied to it. But they justified
themselves by their success; and one of their mem-
bers informed your Committee that their last sale had
been a good one: and though he apprehended a fall
in the next, it was not such as in the opinion of your
Committee could justify the Council-General in hav-
ing recourse to untried and hazardous speculations of
commerce. It appears that there must have been a
market, and one sufficiently lively. They assign as a
reason of this assigned [alleged?] dulness of demand,
that the Dutch had been expelled from Bengal, and
could not carry the usual quantity to Batavia. But
the Danes were not expelled from Bengal, and Portu-
guese ships traded there: neither of them were inter-
dicted at Batavia, and the trade to the eastern ports
was free to them. The Danes actually applied for and
obtained an increase of the quantity to which their
purchases had been limited; and as they asked, so they
received this indulgence as a great favor. It does not
appear that they were not very ready to supply the
place of the Dutch. On the other hand, there is no
doubt that the Dutch would most gladly receive an
article, convenient, if not necessary, to the circula-
tion of their commerce, from the Danes, or under any